VWi.   EXPLORATION  OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITES IN THE
VILLAGES UNDER THE SUBMERGENCE AREA   OF POLAVARAM PROJECT
(i)   Assistant  Project  Officer,   Khammam
This office has completed detailed survey and exploration of archaeological and historical sites in
the seventy five villages which are going to be submerged under the Polavaram Project.
Out of seventy five villages, only eleven villages are found to be potential from the archaeological
and historical point of view. A brief description of each village is given below.
1.    Seetharam Nagaram, Boorgampadu Mandal, Khammam District
The village is an interior one roughly six kilometres away from the road point of Sridhara. On
the westernside of the village are a few structural alignments which require close examination. In addi-
tion to this, a number of loose sculptures are noticed inside as well as outside the village. The village is
recommended for trial excavation.
2.    Ravigudem, Boorgampadu Mandal, Khammam District.
The village is also situated away from the road point i.*., Ravigudem colony at a distance of
2 kms. It is situated on the right bank of the river Godavari and is surrounded by fields. On the western
side of the village, a microlithic site is noticed on the slopes of the Pamuleru vagu. The site yielded tools
as well as raw material related to the microlithic people. The tools include blades, points and borers
made out of jasper, chert, agate and chalcedony. On the eastern side of the old village about one kilo-
metre, a temple of Sri Kedaraswamy or Bhimalingeswara Swamy is noticed. The sanctum consists of the
idol of Sri Kedara Swamy and also Bhimalingeswara Swamy in the form ofLinga. The temple was said
to be dedicated by the saint Agasthya.
3.     Thondipaka, Boorgampadu Mandal, Khammam District.
The village is  two kilometres from Ibrahimpet - Thondipaka cross-road, on the bus route.
A few traces of ruined fort area are noticed in the fields of Smt, Jalagam Rajamma, Ths area
is recommended for trial exploration. A few loose sculptures are also noticed in this village.
4.    Kothuru, Boorgampadu Mandal, Kh*rm*m District.
The village is about half-a furlong away from the road that leads .from Boorgampadu to Kukunoor
which is connected by bus service. A circular mound locally known as Ladaidibba is seen. The nature
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